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the peripheral duct includes a radial portion 
communicating with the bore. (When the downstream 
stopper 11 is located in the bore 18, peripheral 
ducts are formed between the walls of the bore 18 
and the stopper 11 by virtue of the projections 23 
(see figure 3, [0028]); said peripheral ducts must 
inevitably be linked to the outlet 17 and thus 
necessarily include radial portions downstream of 
the stopper 11. Said radial portions communicate 
with the bore) . 



The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore not 
novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 

2.3 Note that a duct placed at the bottom of the 

receptacle is also peripheral, and is therefore 
included in the subject matter of claim 1. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

2.4 The applicant's arguments according to which 

claims 1 to 8 meet the requirements of PCT Article 
33(1) are not convincing, because the definition 
of the peripheral duct is not sufficient to 
differentiate it from the peripheral duct of Dl. 

3. In the light of Dl to D5 and the corresponding 
passages cited in the international search report, 
dependent claims 2 to 8 contain no feature which, 
when combined with the features of any one of the 
claims to which they refer, defines subject matter 
that complies with the PCT requirements of novelty 
and/or inventive step, because they merely define 
trivial design options known to a person skilled 
in the art . 

4. Note that, if the peripheral duct in claim 1 were 
defined in a more precise manner enabling it to be 
differentiated from the duct of Dl, such a claim 
would probably meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (1) . 
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Ilox No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

Dl, which describes the prior art, has not been mentioned 
in the description (PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii)). 
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